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The BHILS are described in a separate article. In 1901 they num-
bered 339,786, or about 3^ per cent, of the total population, They
are found in every State except Alwar, Bharatpur, Dholpur, Karauli,
and the petty chiefship of Lawa, but are most numerous in their early
home in the south.

An account of the Meos will be found in the article on MEW AT. In
1901 the tribe numbered 168,596, nearly 98 per cent, of whom were in
Alwar and Bharatpur.

Taking the population by religions, Hindus in 1901 numbered
8,089,513, or more than 83 per cent.; Musalmans, 924,656, or 9-3-
per cent.; Animists, 360,543, or about 3! per cent.; Jains, 342>595> or
3^ per cent.; Christians, 2,840; and ' others' (such as Sikhs, Aryas,
Parsis, Brahmos, and Jews), 3,154.

Hindus predominate in every State except Banswara. In Karauli
they form nearly 94 per cent, of the population, and in Dholpur,
Bundi, Jaipur, and Shahpura over 90. The lowest proportions are
found in the south, namely: Partabgarh (61), Dungarpur (56), and
Banswara (under 31 per cent.). No attempt was made at the last
Census to record the numerous sects of Hindus, but an account of the
Dadupanthis will be found in the article on NARAINA, a town in Jaipur
State which is their head-quarters.

Of the Musalmans, over 97 per cent, belong to the Sunni sect, more
than 2 to the Shiah, and the rest (4,735 persons) to the Wahhabi sect.
Those of indigenous origin still retain their ancient Hindu customs and
ideas. The local saints and deities are regularly worshipped, the
Brahman officiates at all family ceremonials side by side with the
Musalman priest, and if in matters of creed they are Muhammadans in
matters of form they are Hindus.

The Animists are found in eleven States, and are mostly Bhils and
Girasias residing in the wild tracts in the south. They share the usual
belief that man is surrounded by a ghostly company of powers, ele-
ments, and tendencies, some of whom dwell in trees, rivers, or rocks,
while others preside over cholera, small-pox, or cattle diseases, and
all require to be diligently propitiated by means of offerings and
ceremonies, in which magic and witchcraft play an important part.

The main Jain sects are the ancient divisions of the Digambara,
whose images are unclothed, whose ascetics go naked, and who assert
that women cannot attain salvation; and the Swetambara, who hold
the opposite view regarding women, and whose images are clothed in
white. An offshoot from the latter, known as Dhundia, carries to
an extreme the doctrine of the preservation of animal life, and worships
gurus instead of idols. In 1901 more than 32 per cent, of the Jains
returned their sect as Digambara, 45 as Swetambara, and the rest as
Dhundia.